PGA Meets!

What's next for neighborhood?

The semi-annual meeting of the Parkview Gardens Association and its associated special business district will begin at 6 pm Tuesday May 7, upstairs at University City Library, 6701 Delmar. After a review of last year, activities will be planned for the coming year.

If you live, work or own property in Parkview Gardens or the East Loop, you're invited to attend, meet the officers of the association, and take part in a lively discussion of the area's present and future. The PGA is responsible for the light pole banners, extra-bright streetlights, flower and vegetable gardens, and other amenities. The neighborhood improvement group, consisting of landlords, businesspeople and residents, was founded in 1980. Membership is $25 a year. You don't have to be a member to attend the annual meeting. 

Fire in Parkview Gardens

On Cates Avenue

A fire, caused by an electrical fault, occurred in mid-afternoon March 2 at 6264 Cates Avenue, a six-unit apartment building. University City Fire Department brought the blaze under control with help from the Clayton and Olivette FDs. No one was injured. The building, owned by Washington University, is still standing, but it's uninhabitable. 

City  Council Meets

Citizens lambast Wash U

Complaints about Washington University were the main theme of the City Council meeting March 11. Councilmember Jeff Hales (Ward One) read his letter to university administrators about March 2 block parties in Rosedale Heights and Ames Place, which were attended by more than a thousand students. All ten University City Police officers who were on duty were needed to control the crowd, with the help of only two university police officers. This was "not acceptable" because it left the rest of the city unprotected. Hales went on, "Our neighborhoods were not designed to be your North 40."  He noted that the Clayton  Fire Department and the UCFD responded to the fire in Parkview Gardens, but only Clayton was compensated. 


Residents of Ames Place and other citizens then commented. One said, "We are tax-payers while Wash U is not." The university was criticized because its code of conduct ignores U City. Students are not being disciplined. They should "help these students learn to be good neighbors." It is indefensible for the university not to pay for city services it uses when its fundraising campaign of last year netted more than $ 3 billion. U City should emulate Clayton; the UCPD should bill the university for its March 2 services. An alumna said she was going to withhold her donation in protest, noting that the university has a $7.2 billion endowment and can afford to pay for services. An Ames Place resident recalled having to bar the way to students trying to cut through her garden. Others complained that the university only gives the city "token grants" while draining the resources of the whole city. Other universities make PILOTs (payments in lieu of taxes) to their communities. It's time for the city to address long-standing issues with the university, which is the biggest property owner in the city. Hales noted that in the 
6600 block of Washington there are 34 parcels, 18 of which are owned by the university, or, to put it another way, 341 residential units, of which 235 are Wash U-owned. 

School's Out

Academic year winds up
At Washington University, the last day of classes is April 26. Commencement is May 17.
At University of Missouri-St. Louis, the last day of classes is May 11. Commencement is May 18-19. At the School District of University City, May 29 is the last day of school.
Spring Events

Nature, cars, art
The annual Easter car show in Forest Park will be held 11 am-4 pm April 21 on the upper Muny parking lot. More that 500 classic vehicles will be displayed. Sponsored by AAA. Admission free. Info: hccmo.com

Earth Day will be celebrated Saturday-Sunday, April 27 and 28. The 30th annual St. Louis event will be held from 11 am-5 pm, on the Muny Grounds of Forest Park. Information on activities at earthday365.org. 

The U City in Bloom Plant Sale takes place at the Community Center in Heman Park 9 am-1 pm Saturday April  27 and 11 am-1 pm Sunday April 28. Perennials, annuals, herbs and vegetables as well as expert advice from the people who beautify our city's public gardens. A preview party takes place Friday from 5-7 pm offering food and drink as well as first crack at the plants. Tickets are $25. (Free admission Saturday and Sunday) Info: (314) 973-6062.

A parade starting at noon April 27 in Mooney Park opens the 2019 Public Art Project, an annual collaboration of long standing between U City and Washington University art students. This year's project, "Propaganda to Decoration" will be a series of flags highlighting local history. Info: ucityartsandletters.org.

Holiday Closings

Easter and Mother's Day

April 21 is Easter Sunday. The public library and Centennial Commons will be closed. The library will also be closed May 12 for Mother's Day. 

Garden Improvements

In Parkview Gardens

At Clemens, largest of the three community gardens, the sign has been repaired by Andy Cross. The worn-out compost bin is gone, replaced by new compost tumblers, sponsored by the Parkview Gardens Associations SBD. New median trees have been planted in the western part of the neighborhood. They were paid for by the PGA-SBD and by a donation in memory of Michael Drake, former Clemens Avenue resident, from his parents, Ina Rae and Gerrold Drake of Mt. Vernon IL. 

Library Events
All at U City Public Library

April 20 Free health screenings 9 am

April 26 Terrell Whitener discusses his new book, The First 365 at 6:30 pm.
April 30 The film Defying the Nazis: The Sharps' War will be shown at 2 pm.

May 1 Holocaust Survivor Rachel Miller will give a talk at 7 pm.

May 2 A discussion of the book My Grandfather Would Have Shot Me begins at 7 pm

May 6 Ed Protzel talks about his new book The Antiquities Dealer at 6:30 pm.

22, 20, 10 & 5 Years Ago

In the Pacer

With this issue, the Pacer, published by the Parkview Gardens Association SBD, marks 22 years of continuous publication.
April 1997
The first issue reported on construction of a parking structure on Delmar, across from the Tivoli. It still stands. A newly renovated (by the PGA) apartment on Leland Avenue was to be featured on the U City House Tour.

April 1999 
A new community development group called U City East was formed. Jerry Blair of the East/West Gateway Coordinating Council spoke to a PGA meeting about the MetroLink blue line, then in the planning stages. The Memorial Day Run was canceled due to insufficient sponsorship. This was the only time in 46 years that the run was not held.  

April 2009

U City held Home Improvement Day, when students at the high school volunteered to held elderly residents with home repair, on April 18. The Green Center hosted a spring arts festival May 3. 

April 2014

Market in the Loop, which had long ago fallen into desuetude, was revived as Midtown Farmers Market, with a reopening celebration May 3. 

State of the City, 2019
Top officials wary of Better Together

U City's two top officials reported to the public at State of the City, sponsored by the Historical Society, on March 7. City Manager Gregory Rose spoke in favor of professionally-managed government. He said that with the Better Together movement, a proposed city-county consolidation, "our form of government is under siege." He added, “I think our region is fine as is.” He introduced retired City Manager Frank Ollendorf, who was present, and  paid tribute to the late Charles Henry, who was City Manager in the '60s. He said that the key to delivering services well is “start with the end in mind.”  Taking over the job last year, he found a faulty government structure that was not competitive in the salary marketplace, and corrected these faults. Currently, he is exploring alternate fuel vehicles for the city's fleet and using social media to communicate with residents. This administration's priorities are economic development, public safety and infrastructure. Crime went down by 11% in 2018. The Police Department now has drones and is looking into other new technology. The Department of Public Works is improving street lighting. Change may be coming to the county tax system, so "we must prepare to stand on our own."
              Mayor Terry Crow, noting that the entire City Council was present, said that in contrast to the previous administration, "We’ve succeeded in keeping inner workings of council out of the media." He reiterated his support for the Olive/I-170 commercial development, while acknowledging that a consultant had made a serious error in calculating estimated tax benefits. The intersection of Delmar and I-170 is about to experience a boom, powered by commercial growth in Clayton. He expressed hope for the success of the Loop Trolley, and for passage of a tax increase to support the public library. Washington University, he said, was "an integral part of the community...but we would like more equity." As a long-time opponent of outsourcing of city services, he was happy to announce that "we'll soon have our own ambulance service back." He was dubious about Better Together, noting that the group's goal is to get it on a statewide ballot. He said that the voters of St. Louis city and county should decide the issue. Another potential threat to U City would be a change in the county tax system. If we become a "point of sale" city, he said, "we will take a hit." 

Summer Camp in U City

PGA provides scholarships

Register now for Youth/Teen Summer Camp, organized by the University City Department of Parks and Recreation. The programs, which are for U City residents entering first through eighth grade, begin June 3 at Centennial Commons, and continue until July 26. Activities include swimming, bowling, movies and weekly field trips. Parkview Gardens Association provides scholarships for children who live in this neighborhood. Parents pay only $25 per child. For more information, call Stephanie at (314) 505-8613 or email sperry@ucitymo.org. Registration will continue until May 17--unless the programs fill up before then. 

