Apply Now

For PGA Award
April 1 is the application deadline for the 2019 Parkview Gardens Association Award. This $5,000 award is for community colleges, trade schools and four-year universities. To qualify, you must be a Parkview Gardens resident and a high school senior who has demonstrated the ability to succeed in your studies as well as your commitment to working for the betterment of school and community. Applicants must also show financial need. For more information, consult your high school guidance counselor or call (314) 721-5357.

Summer Camp in U City

PGA provides scholarships

Registration is open for Youth/Teen Summer Camp, organized by the University City Department of Parks and Recreation. The programs, which are for U City residents aged 5-14, begin June 3 at Centennial Commons, and continue until July 26. Activities include swimming, bowling, movies and weekly field trips. Parkview Gardens Association provides scholarships for children who live in this neighborhood. Parents pay only $25 per child. For more information, call Stephanie at (314) 505-8613 or email sperry@ucitymo.org
Vote!

In local election

Election Day is April 2. On the ballot will be Prop L, a 12 cent increase in U City property tax, to pay for renovating the library building, which was built in 1969, as well as maintaining and expanding other services.
Library Events

All at U City public library, 6701 Delmar

Mar. 20 Navigating African American genealogy with LaDonna Gardner at 7 pm

April 4 Pacer editor David Linzee reads from and discusses Taking the Plunge, the fourth Renata Radleigh mystery novel at 7 pm. 

April 10 Christina Fletcher reads from and discusses R.E.A.L.: Remember Everyone Ain't Loyal at 7 pm

Pets and Strays

Info for animal lovers

U City holds its annual pet clinic from 8 to 11 am Sat. April 6 at Heman Park Community Center, 975 Pennsylvania Ave. A veterinarian will be on had to provide rabies vaccination and preliminary health exams for cats and dogs. Fees range from $22 to $33. Info: ucitymo.org   

If Parkview Gardens residents have any problems with animals on our streets or alleys, the person to contact is the city's animal control officer, Jim Blizzard, at (314) 505-8500. But if he's not available, or you're too soft-hearted to call him, there is an alternative. Let's take a situation which is not exactly hypothetical, meaning it's happened to me. A friendly dog or cat approaches you and asks for help. You sense that he's a lost pet. You want to help, but your building doesn't allow pets, or your pets don't tolerate animal visitors. What can you do? You can take the animal to the Humane Society at 11660 Page, near Westport. They have an unattended annex open 24 hours a day with cages where you can put an animal. They'll take it from there. The facility is clean and spacious and equipped to read microchips and provide veterinarary care. It has an 80% adoption rate. 

Tennis Movies

The enduring fascination of McEnroe

In recent months, two movies about John McEnroe have appeared: Borg vs. McEnroe, a fiction film about his 1980 Wimbledon final loss to Bjorn Borg; and McEnroe: In the Zone of Perfection, a documentary concluding with his 1984 French Open final defeat by Ivan Lendl. Why? Nobody's making movies about Boris Becker or Stefan Edberg. The obvious reason is that he has maintained a high profile as a television commentator. But other ex-players have gone into the broadcast booth. McEnroe is unusual in remaining a compelling figure so many years after his peak, and unique in that his fame rests on his temper tantrums as much as his play. (You can watch his all-time greatest snit parade on YouTube.) His on-court antics feature in both movies. The fiction film says that Borg learned to control his temper and McEnroe didn't. The documentary defends McEnroe as his supporters did at the time, stating that just as he demanded perfect play from himself, he expected flawless behavior from line judges, umpires, photographers and spectators. 

On that basis, should we forgive McEnroe his poor sportsmanship? A more interesting point to me is that McEnroe was able to forgive himself, when his play ceased to be perfect. After the defeat by Lendl, he took time off, then returned to the tour. He never won another major championship, never regained the #1 ranking, and only once broke into the top five. But he kept playing until the age of 33. By contrast, Borg took time off, returned to find that he was no longer a world-beater, and retired immediately, aged 26. The moral of the story? Perhaps that if you beat up on others more, you'll beat up on yourself less, and become tolerant of your own shortcomings. I don't know, though. The rest of us aren't granted as much tolerance as star athletes, so I don't suggest that you call your boss or professor "the pits of the world."   
Harbingers of Summer

Re openings

Good news for family fun. Spring begins officially March 20. Six Flags opens for the season March 23. The Cardinals' home opener is April 4 against the Padres. Grant's Farm re-opens May 3.  
Local Events

Focus on St. Louis

Monday Noon Series presents Writing St. Louis, featuring novelist and UMSL professor John Dalton 11 am April 1 at Gallery 210 on the UMSL campus. Free. (314) 516-5698

The Missouri History Museum begins a new series of Discovery Tours Mar. 30 with Eating Up St. Louis Food History with Suzanne Corbett. Bus tours run from 9 am to 3 pm and cost $65 for members, $85 for nonmembers, including lunch. Info: (314) 454-3161

Free Video

Troy

The Pacer continues to scan the DVD shelves of U City Library. Here's the key question:

if you view this 2004 movie, can you skip reading The Iliad? I'm in a good position to answer since, after procrastinating all my life, I just read Homer's epic poem. The movie

would seem to be a bargain, since it squeezes the whole story, from the abduction of Helen to the fall of Troy, into about two and a half hours, while the poem takes 17,000 lines to recount a few mid-war incidents. And this is no dumb swords and sandals flick. It was written by David Benioff (Game of Thrones). The production values and special effects are very impressive. Helen's face, Marlowe tells us, launched a thousand ships, and they are all up there on screen. Helen is played by Diane Kruger, whose beauty is up to the job. Brad Pitt plays Achilles, Eric Bana Hector. Both give fine performances, establishing the poignant contrast between the two heroes that's one of the main themes of The Iliad. Hector fights to defend his family and city. Achilles fights because fighting is all there is. Guess which one will win their climactic duel? In other ways, though, this movie seems to be inspired more by other movies than by, as the credits claim, The Iliad. Achilles has to be dragged out of bed with a babe to perform heroic feats, like James Bond. The landing of the Greek army is modeled closely on the invasion of Normandy in Saving Private Ryan. The most striking alteration is that the gods have been dropped completely. I can't blame the movie-makers; the gods occasioned a lot of corny dialogue and cheesy special effects in those sword and sandal flicks. They are indispensable to The Iliad, though. The intricate interplay between immortals and mortals captures what it feels like to be a human being--even a 21st-century one--grappling with capricious yet irresistible fate, more movingly than any work I know. So, I do have to recommend you read the book. Sorry.  
Last Minute Hitch

On Olive redevelopment

A City Council vote to approve the Olive I-170 project is on hold because a citizen spotted a mistake made by a consulting firm which will affect the amount of tax revenue to be expected from the project. The consultant's name is PGAV. The Pacer hastens to assure readers that PGAV has nothing to do with the PGA (Parkview Gardens Association).
State of Missouri

Pacer shows you Show-Me state
U.S. News & World Report ranks states just as it ranks universities. Its results are data-based but inevitably controversial. Missouri is a middling state, with an overall rank of 30. Its best result (10) is in the category of fiscal stability; the state government is considered a good credit risk and most residents are in the black. The worst result (45) is in crime and corrections, with 519.4 violent incidents per 100,000 residents. The national average is 386.2 incidents. The most surprising ranking, considering St. Louis's reputation as a medical center, is that the state ranks 39 in health care. Here are a few other MO facts. It has the lowest tobacco tax in the nation and the second-lowest gasoline tax. It's one of three states where texting while driving is legal. It ranks 42 for senior health. You're probably wondering which state won the blue ribbon from U.S. News. The top-ranked state, the Princeton of states, is Iowa. 
Closed Streets

Study counters general belief

The Feb. 23 St. Louis Post-Dispatch reported that a study by Saint Louis University sociologists found that closing streets to car traffic did not make them safer and could even lead to more crime. Though the report did not distinguish between public streets with road blocks and private streets, this conclusion is bound to be surprising news to our neighbors to the south in Parkview, to the east in Skinker-DeBaliviere, and to the west in University Hills. St. Louis has more closed streets than any other city (285), and most of them are in the Delmar corridor. Many neighborhoods chose to put in barriers in the 1970s, based on a theory called "defensive space." Residents of closed streets felt safer, though according to the SLU professors, they weren't. Private streets, of course, go back to the nineteenth century. Emergency responders are against barriers. Supporters say they have other benefits than crime deterrence, like traffic reduction. For that reason, cyclists love them. 

Spring Break

School closings

Washington University Mar. 10-16

University of Missouri-St. Louis Mar. 23-Apr. 1

University City Schools Mar. 16-25

Contact the editor: davidlinzee@yahoo.com

