Budget Passed
By City Council

At its June 22 meeting via Zoom, the City Council passed the annual operating budget for fiscal 2021. City Manager Gregory Rose said that so far at least, the reduction in revenue due to the coronavirus has not been as bad as feared. Mayor Terry Crow said that amendments will probably be needed to deal with unforeseeable changes in the city's condition in these unpredictable times. In other business, the council confirmed seven nominees to the Green Practices Commission, Senior Commission, Arts & Letters Commission and Pension Board. Bwayne Smotherson (Third Ward) said that Arts & Letters needed more candidates. Crow said that the conflict of interest policy for commissions needed revision. He added that a mayor pro tem would have to be appointed. A bill was introduced to change 711 Kingsland into a planned development district. This is a step toward demolition of Delmar School, University City's oldest school building (1913), the work of celebrated architect William Ittner. Councilmembers welcomed Aleta Klein, who won the June 2 election to represent the Second Ward, which includes most of Parkview Gardens.

Re-openings

Pandemic response update

Mayor Terry Crow said June 18 that the city understands citizens' impatience to resume services and activities, but the persistence of the pandemic has been borne in upon City Hall by 13 of its employees coming down with Covid-19. City Manager Gregory Rose said that police, fire and refuse collection have continued unimpeded. Planning is under way to re-open Centennial Commons and start youth programs. Heman Park Pool will not open this summer. So far, demonstrations in U City have been peaceful. The full video statements are at ucitymo.org. 

U City Public Library re-opened June 22. Hours are 11-7. There is a building limit of 20 patrons and a time limit of one hour. There is no seating for reading, only for computers. Computer time limits have been reduced to make time for cleaning. The CVS store in the new building at the corner of Delmar and Skinker is open. New restaurants have opened: Chicken Out, at 6179 Delmar, and American Felafel at 6314 Delmar. The Moonrise Hotel has re-opened with touchless check-in/out. Vintage Vinyl has also re-opened. 

Attractions Re-open

And others cancel 

The area's arts, entertainment and sports scene is creeping back toward normalcy, but at press time St. Louis was experiencing a spike in Covid-19 cases, so check the website before you go. St. Louis Art Museum re-opened June 16. Cafe, restaurant and tours are not operating yet. The number of visitors is limited and masks are required. Tickets are on sale for the show Millet and Modern Art at slam.org. The Missouri History Museum (mohist.org) is open 10-4, Wednesday through Sunday, with similar restrictions. Free timed-entry tickets can be ordered through eventbrite.com. The Zoo is open every day. Reservations are mandatory (stlzoo.org) Food is available but cash is not accepted. Masks and tickets are required but visits are not time-limited. The Science Center is open Thursday through Monday. Visits are not time-limited but tickets are required and available at slsc.org. The St. Louis Shakespeare Festival canceled plans to perform Much Ado about Nothing in Shakespeare Glen in August. Missouri Botanical Garden is open, but the Whitaker Music Festival will not take place this summer. The big Muddy Blues Festival will not enliven the Riverfront on Labor Day. 

Major League Baseball season begins July 23-24. To minimize travel for players, the Cardinals (mlb.com/cardinals) will play most of their games against other National League Central Division teams (the Cubs, Reds, Pirates and Brewers).The Cards will be playing on the field, but will anyone be in the stands? That was still undecided at press time. But fans will definitely be able to watch on the big screen at Ballpark Village.

Traffic's Back

Learn to be wary 

The pandemic lockdown, now loosening up, wasn't all bad. It was a pleasure to stroll unhurriedly across Skinker or Delmar, or drive downtown on a nearly empty I-64. As you've probably noticed, those days are gone. Traffic is steadily thickening. For pedestrians, it's time to return to crosswalks and wait for "walk" signs. For drivers, it's time to lighten the foot on the gas pedal. The American Automobile Association reported that the Missouri Highway Patrol saw a 92% increase in speeding this May over the previous May. A lot of drivers also decided that traffic lights were merely advisory. Now roads are getting crowded and it's time to rediscover the virtue of patience. 

Renters Insurance

Do you need it?

Should a tenant consider taking out renter's insurance? For most, it's a needless expense. But in some conditions, it's a sensible precaution. If you're in an old building that may need work. If you own expensive electronics. If you have klutzy guests. The landlord has insurance on the building which may cover work on an apartment, but tenants would need their own insurance to cover alternate accommodation if they have to move out for a while, or take-out food if their kitchen is unusable. Some renter's policies have replacement-cost clauses, so if a tenant's four year-old big screen TV is stolen, the insurance company will pay enough to buy the equivalent current model rather than the depreciated value of the old set. If your guest trips over your cat and sues you, your insurance company will handle the whole nasty, expensive situation. So, if any of these conditions apply, you might consider calling an insurance company to inquire about a renter's policy. The company that insures your car might even offer a discount. 
Vote

By mail

Republican and Democratic primary elections are Aug. 4.  Candidates for Missouri governor and secretary of state, St. Louis county supervisor, St. Louis City circuit attorney, and many other offices are vying for a spot on the ballot in the November general election. Voters can apply for an absentee ballot now by sending a request to St. Louis County Board of Elections, 725 Northwest Plz. Dr., St. Ann MO 63074. 
Summer Movies

In cinemas or at home

AMC Movie theaters will re-open with restrictions July 15. New releases coming to theaters include Unhinged, a drama about road rage starring Russell Crowe, who knows something about the cost of losing his temper, Disney's live-action version of Mulan, and Tenet, the spy thriller directed by the always baffling Christopher Nolan. Movies making their debut on home screens include Hamilton, film version of the smash-hit musical, which begins streaming on Disney Plus July 3, and Greyhound, with Tom Hanks as a World War II destroyer captain protecting a convoy from U-boats, streaming starting July 10 on Apple TV.
Precondition

More bad news for the bald

It ain't easy being bald, as any follically-challenged man like the Pacer editor can tell you. 
It blights even our fantasies. We can dream about owning a Jaguar convertible, but not about feeling the wind in our hair. We can imagine a date with Scarlett Johansson, but she won't be running her fingers through our hair. We have to laugh at painful jokes, because the rest of the world thinks baldness is hilarious. Yes, baldness was bad enough already, and now we learn it's a precondition. Brown University researchers, finding that 80% of Covid-19 patients in a Madrid hospital had little or no hair, concluded that the bald are much more likely to develop serious symptoms. This is especially bad news for a certain top official who is in denial about the coronovaris and his baldness. I don't envy Dr. Fauci, who'll have to warn him that a combover won't fool Covid-19. 
Recycling Change

Fewer but bigger receptacles

U City Department of Public Works is replacing the blue recycling rollout carts with blue Dumpsters. This will make collection quicker and easier, but now it's even more important not to contaminate the Dumpsters, because they are fewer and bigger than the rollout carts. Remember, no plastic bags in blue Dumpsters. They can be recycled at Schnuck's. 
Covid Tests

A useful website

As of June 25, St. Louis County had administered 70,570 Covid-19 tests of which 7,191 came back positive. The information comes from the County's website, stlcorona.com. The site also advises individuals when it would be a good idea to get a test, and lists area testing centers. The nearest is Total Access Urgent Care in Richmond Heights, (314) 449-8677. 
Fall Term

At area colleges
Washington University plans to start the fall semester Sept. 14 (for most academic units).  Classes will probably be partly meetings and partly online. Classes may end before Thanksgiving holiday, to cut down on travel. The university will make a final announcement at the end of July. Go to covid19.wustl.edu for the latest information.  Saint Louis University will begin fall term on campus Aug. 17. St. Louis Community Colleges are sticking with online classes. 
Whom No More

Language Changes

In Marlowe (1969), martial-arts master Bruce Lee breaks up private eye James Garner's office and threatens that if he continues to investigate a case, he will receive another visit from "Winston Wong--that is I." Garner replies, "I admire a man who uses good grammar, Mr. Wong. Whom sent you?" The joke is that Lee's grammar is correct and Garner's faulty, and it's a joke that future generations will be unlikely to get. The Pacer's sociolinguistics department has been doing its fieldwork, and reports that the word whom is disappearing, replaced by who. Hemingway's classic will have to be retitled For Who The Bell Tolls. For centuries whom has delighted English majors who knew the rules that governed the use of subjective and objective forms of pronouns, while annoying everybody else. Whom is clearly on the way out, but who cannot afford to be complacent, as which is now being applied to persons as well as things, making who unnecessary. Which is an accommodating pronoun; it can also be used as a conjunction, as we see in sentences beginning with "Which is why...." It has the same form for subjective and objective, but unfortunately lacks a genitive. People my age were taught to write of which. But that's cumbersome, and has been replaced by whose, now used for things as well as persons. Easy-going whose is popular, and will continue to be invited to parties, but will its dispensable cousin who be allowed to tag along? Stay tuned. 
PGA News

Banners up

The light pole banners sponsored by the Parkview Gardens Association SBD have been replaced with news ones of the same design by Traci Moore. The PGA Board of Directors thanks Second Ward Councilmember Paulette Carr, who is retiring, for her years of diligent service, and welcomes her successor, Aleta Klein.
